The "Quit India" Speeches
August 1942

The Quit India speeches were given by Ghandi on the eve of the Quit India Movement, a
movement of civil disobedience and passive resistance in the fight for Indian Independence.
He urged everyone to fully commit to the independence movement in India, taking up the
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slogan ‘Do or die’: “we shall free India or die in the attempt.”

{Gandhiji addressed the A.I.C.C. at Bombay on 8-8-42 outlining his plan of action, in
Hindustani, as follows

... Let me explain my position clearly. God has vouchsafed to me a priceless gift in the weapon
of Ahimsa. I and my Ahimsa are on our trail today. If in the present crisis, when the earth is
being scorched by the flames of Hims2 and crying for deliverance, I failed to make use of the
God given talent, God will not forgive me and I shall be judged unwrongly of the great gift. I
must act now. [ may not hesitate and merely look on, when Russia and China are threatened.

Ours is not a drive for power, but purely a nonviolent fight for India’s independence. In a
violent struggle, a successful general has been often known to effect a military coup and to set up
a dictatorship. But under the Congress scheme of things, essentially nonviolent as it is, there can
be no room for dictatorship. A non-violent soldier of freedom will covet nothing for himself, he
fights only for the freedom of his country. The Congress is unconcerned as to who will rule,
when freedom is attained. The power, when it comes, will belong to the people of India, and it
will be for them to decide to whom it placed in the entrusted. May be that the reins will be placed
in the hands of the Parsis, for instance-as I would love to see happen-or they may be handed to
some others whose names are not heard in the Congress today. It will not be for you then to
object saying, “This community is microscopic. That party did not play its due part in the
freedom’s struggle; why should it have all the power?” Ever since its inception the Congress has
kept itself meticulously free of the communal taint. It has thought always in terms of the whole
nation and has acted accordingly... I know how imperfect our Ahimsa is and how far away we are
still from the ideal, but in Ahimsa there is no final failure or defeat. I have faith, therefore, that if,
in spite of our shortcomings, the big thing does happen, it will be because God wanted to help us
by crowning with success our silent, unremitting Sadhanal for the last twenty-two years.

I believe that in the history of the world, there has not been a more genuinely democratic
struggle for freedom than ours. I read Carlyle’s French Resolution while I was in prison, and
Pandit Jawaharlal has told me something about the Russian revolution. But it is my conviction
that inasmuch as these struggles were fought with the weapon of violence they failed to realize
the democratic ideal. In the democracy which I have envisaged, a democracy established by
nonviolence, there will be equal freedom for all. Everybody will be his own master. It is to join a
struggle for such democracy that I invite you today. Once you realize this you will forget the
differences between the Hindus and Muslims, and think of yourselves as Indians only, engaged
in the common struggle for independence.

Then, there is the question of your attitude towards the British. I have noticed that there is
hatred towards the British among the people. The people say they are disgusted with their



behaviour. The people make no distinction between British imperialism and the British people.
To them, the two are one This hatred would even make them welcome the Japanese. It is most
dangerous. It means that they will exchange one slavery for another. We must get rid of this
feeling. Our quarrel is not with the British people, we fight their imperialism. The proposal for
the withdrawal of British power did not come out of anger. It came to enable India to play its due
part at the present critical juncture It is not a happy position for a big country like India to be
merely helping with money and material obtained willy-nilly from her while the United Nations
are conducting the war. We cannot evoke the true spirit of sacrifice and velour, so long as we are
not free. I know the British Government will not be able to withhold freedom from us, when we
have made enough self-sacrifice. We must, therefore, purge ourselves of hatred. Speaking for
myself, I can say that I have never felt any hatred. As a matter of fact, I feel myself to be a
greater friend of the British now than ever before. One reason is that they are today in distress.
My very friendship, therefore, demands that I should try to save them from their mistakes. As I
view the situation, they are on the brink of an abyss. It, therefore, becomes my duty to warn them
of their danger even though it may, for the time being, anger them to the point of cutting off the
friendly hand that is stretched out to help them. People may laugh, nevertheless that is my claim.
At a time when I may have to launch the biggest struggle of my life, I may not harbour hatred
against anybody.

[Gandhiji’s address before the A.I.C.C. at Bombay on 8-8-’42 delivered in Hindustani:]

You have only placed all your powers in my hands. I will now wait upon the Viceroy and plead
with him for the acceptance of the Congress demand. That process is likely to take two or three
weeks. What would you do in the meanwhile? What is the programme, for the interval, in which
all can participate? As you know, the spinning wheel is the first thing that occurs to me. I made
the same answer to the Maulana. He would have none of it, though he understood its import later.
The fourteen fold constructive programme is, of course, there for you to carry out. What more
should you do? I will tell you. Every one of you should, from this moment onwards, consider
yourself a free man or woman, and acts as if you are free and are no longer under the heel of this
imperialism.

It is not a make-believe that I am suggesting to you. It is the very essence of freedom.
The bond of the slave is snapped the moment he consider himself to be a free being. He will
plainly tell the master: “I was your bond slave till this moment, but I am a slave no longer. You
may kill me if you like, but if you keep me alive, I wish to tell you that if you release me from
the bondage, of your own accord, I will ask for nothing more from you. You used to feed and
cloth me, though I could have provided food and clothing for myself by my labour. I hitherto
depended on you instead of on God, for food and raiment. But God has now inspired me with an
urge for freedom and I am to day a free man, and will no longer depend on you.”

You may take it from me that I am not going to strike a bargain with the Viceroy for
ministries and the like. I am not going to be satisfied with anything short of complete freedom.
May be, he will propose the abolition of salt tax, the drink evil, etc. But I will say, “Nothing less
than freedom.”



Here is a mantra, a short one, that I give you. You may imprint it on your hearts and let
every breath of yours give expression to it. The mantra is : ‘Do or Die’. We shall either free India
or die in the attempt; we shall not live to see the perpetuation of our slavery. Every true
Congressman or woman will join the struggle with an inflexible determination not to remain
alive to see the country in bondage and slavery. Let that be your pledge. Keep jails out of your
consideration. If the Government keep me free, I will not put on the Government the strain of
maintaining a large number of prisoners at a time, when it is in trouble. Let every man and
woman live every moment of his or her life hereafter in the consciousness that he or she eats or
lives for achieving freedom and will die, if need be, to attain that goal. Take a pledge, with God
and your own conscience as witness, that you will no longer rest till freedom is achieved and will
be prepared to lay down your lives in the attempt to achieve it. He who loses his life will gain it;
he who will seek to save it shall lose it. Freedom is not for the coward or the faint-hearted.

A word to the journalists. I congratulate you on the support you have hitherto given to the
national demand. I know the restrictions and handicaps under which you have to labour. But I
would now ask you to snap the chains that bind you. It should be the proud privilege of the
newspapers to lead and set an example in laying down one’s life for freedom.

You have the pen which the Government can’t suppress. [ know you have large properties
in the form of printing presses, etc., and you would be afraid lest the Government should attach
them. I do not ask you to invite an attachment of the printing-press voluntarily. For myself, I
would not suppress my pen, even if the press was to be attached. As you know my press was
attached in the past and returned later on. But I do not ask from you that final sacrifice. I suggest
a middle way. You should now wind up your standing committee, and you may declare that you
will give up the pen only when India has won her freedom. You may tell Sir Frederick Puckle
that he can’t except from you a command performance, that his press notes are full of untruth,
and that you will refuse to publish them. You will openly declare that you are wholeheartedly
with the Congress. If you do this, you will have changed the atmosphere before the fight actually
begins.

From the Princes I ask with all respect due to them a very small thing. I am a well-wisher
of the Princes. I was born in a State. My grandfather refused to salute with his right hand any
Prince other than his own. But he did not say to the Prince, as I fell he ought to have said, that
even his own master could not compel him, his minister, to act against his conscience. I have
eaten the Prince's salt and I would not be false to it. As a faithful servant, it is my duty to warn
the Princes that if they will act while I am still alive, the Princes may come to occupy an
honourable place in free India. In Jawaharlal’s scheme of free India, no privileges or the
privileged classes have a place. Jawaharlal considers all property to be State-owned. He wants
planned economy. He wants to reconstruct India according to plan. He likes to fly; I do not. I
have kept a place for the Princes and the Zamindars1 in India that I envisage. I would ask the
Princes in all humility to enjoy through renunciation. The Princes may renounce ownership over
their properties and become their trustees in the true sense of the term. I visualize God in the
assemblage of people. The Princes may say to their people : “You are the owners and masters of
the State and we are your servants.” I would ask the Princes to become servants of the people
and render to them an account of their own services. The empire too bestows power on the
Princes, but they should prefer to derive power from their own people; and if they want to



indulge in some innocent pleasures, they may seek to do so as servants of the people. I do not
want the Princes to live as paupers. But I would ask them : “Do you want to remain slaves for all
time? Why should you, instead of paying homage to a foreign power, not accept the sovereignty
of your own people?” You may write to the Political Department : “The people are now awake.
How are we to withstand an avalanche before which even the Large empire are crumbling? We,
therefore, shall belong to the people from today onwards. We shall sink or swim with them.”
Believe me, there is nothing unconstitutional in the course I am suggesting. There are, so far as |
know, no treaties enabling the empire to coerce the Princes. The people of the States will also
declare that though they are the Princes’ subjects, they arepart of the Indian nation and that they
will accept the leadership of the Princes, if the latter cast their lot with the people, the latter will
meet death bravely and unflinchingly, but will not go back on their word.

Nothing, however, should be done secretly. This is an open rebellion. In this struggle
secrecy is a sin. A free man would not engage in a secret movement. It is likely that when you
gain freedom you will have a C.I.D. of your own, in spite of my advice to the contrary. But in the
present struggle, we have to work openly and to receive bullets on our chest, without taking to
heels.

I have a word to say to Government servants also. They may not, if they like, resign their
posts yet. The late Justice Ranade did not resign his post, but he openly declared that he belonged
to the Congress. He said to the Government that though he was a judge, he was a Congressman
and would openly attend the sessions of the Congress, but that at the same time he would not let
his political views warp his impartiality on the bench. He held Social Reform Conference in the
very Pandall of the Congress. I would ask all the Government servants to follow in the footsteps
of Ranade and to declare their allegiance to the Congress as an answer to the secret circular
issued by Sir Frederick Puckle.

This is all that I ask of you just now. I will now write to the Viceroy. You will be able to
read the correspondence not just now but when I publish it with the Viceroy’s consent. But you
are free to aver that you support the demand to be put forth in my letter. A judge came to me and
said : “We get secret circulars from high quarters. What are we to do?” I replied, “If I were in
your place, I would ignore the circulars. You may openly say to the Government : ‘I have
received your secret circular. I am, however, with the Congress. Though I serve the Government
for my livelihood, I am not going to obey these secret circulars or to employ underhand
methods,””

Soldiers too are covered by the present programme. I do not ask them just now to resign
their posts and to leave the army. The soldiers come to me, Jawaharlal and the Maulana and say :
“We are wholly with you. We are tired of the Governmental tyranny.” To these soldiers I would
say : You may say to the Government, “Our hearts are with the Congress. We are not going to
leave our posts. We will serve you so long as we receive your salaries. We will obey your just
orders, but will refuse to fire on our own people.”

To those who lack the courage to do this much I have nothing to say. They will go their
own way. But if you can do this much, you may take it from me that the whole atmosphere will
be electrified. Let the Government then shower bombs, if they like. But no power on earth will
then be able to keep you in bondage any longer.



If the students want to join the struggle only to go back to their studies after a while, I
would not invite them to it. For the present, however, till the time that I frame a programme for
the struggle, I would ask the students to say to their professors : “We belong to the Congress. Do
you belong to the Congress, or to the Government? If you belong to the Congress, you need not
vacate your posts. You will remain at your posts but teach us and lead us unto freedom.” In all
fights for freedom, the world over, the students have made very large contributions.

If in the interval that is left to us before the actual fight begins, you do even the little |
have suggested to you, you will have changed the atmosphere and will have prepared the ground
for the next step.

There is much I should et like to say. But my heart is heavy. I have already taken up much
of your time. I have yet to say a few words in English also. I thank you for the patience and
attention with which you have listened to me even at this late hour. It is just what true soldiers
would do. For the last twenty-two years, I have controlled my speech and pen and have stored up
my energy. He is a true Brahmacharril who does not fritter away his energy. He will, therefore,
always control his speech. That has been my conscious effort all these years. But today the
occasion has come when I had to unburden my heart before you. I have done so, even though it
meant putting a strain on your patience; and I do not regret having done it. I have given you my
message and through you I have delivered it to the whole of India.



Source: http://www.mkgandhi.org/speeches/qui.htm



