English Bill of Rights
1689

Officially titled “An Act Declaring the Rights and Liberties of the Subject and Settling the
Succession of the Crown,” but known more commonly as the English Bill of Rights. Parliament
listed the rights to which subjects and permanent residents of England were entitled.

Whereas the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons assembled at Westminster, lawfully,
fully and freely representing all the estates of the people of this realm, did upon the thirteenth
day of February in the year of our Lord one thousand six hundred eighty-eight [old style date]
present unto their Majesties, then called and known by the names and style of William and Mary,
prince and princess of Orange, being present in their proper persons, a certain declaration in

And whereas of late years partial corrupt and unqualified persons have been returned and
served on juries in trials, and particularly divers jurors in trials for high treason which were not
freeholders;

And excessive bail hath been required of persons committed in criminal cases to elude
the benefit of the laws made for the liberty of the subjects;

And excessive fines have been imposed;

And illegal and cruel punishments inflicted;

And several grants and promises made of fines and forfeitures before any conviction or
judgment against the persons upon whom the same were to be levied;

All which are utterly and directly contrary to the known laws and statutes and freedom of
this realm; ...

And thereupon the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons, pursuant to their
respective letters and elections, being now assembled in a full and free representative of this
nation, taking into their most serious consideration the best means for attaining the ends
aforesaid, do in the first place (as their ancestors in like case have usually done) for the
vindicating and asserting their ancient rights and liberties declare...

That the pretended power of suspending the laws or the execution of laws by regal
authority without consent of Parlia- ment is illegal,

That the pretended power of dispensing with laws or the execution of laws by regal
authority, as it hath been assumed and exercised of late, is illegal;

That levying money for or to the use of the Crown by pretence of prerogative, without
grant of Parliament, for longer time, or in other manner than the same is or shall be granted, is
illegal;

That it is the right of the subjects to petition the king, and all commitments and
prosecutions for such petitioning are illegal;

That the subjects which are Protestants may have arms for their defence suitable to their
conditions and as allowed by law;

That election of members of Parliament ought to be free;



That the freedom of speech and debates or proceedings in Parliament ought not to be
impeached or questioned in any court or place out of Parliament;

That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and
unusual punishments in- flicted;

That jurors ought to be duly impanelled and returned, and jurors which pass upon men in
trials for high treason ought to be freeholders;

That all grants and promises of fines and forfeitures of particular persons before
conviction are illegal and void;

And that for redress of all grievances, and for the amending, strengthening and preserving
of the laws, Parliaments ought to be held frequently.

And they do claim, demand and insist upon all and singular the premises as their
undoubted rights and liberties, and that no declarations, judgments, doings or proceedings to the
prejudice of the people in any of the said premises ought in any wise to be drawn hereafter into
consequence or example...

And that the oaths hereafter mentioned be taken by all persons of whom the oaths have
allegiance and supremacy might be required by law, instead of them; and that the said oaths of
allegiance and supremacy be abrogated.

Source: The Avalon Project, Yale Law School, http://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/
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