
Declaration of Rights and Duties of Man and Citizen  
Constitution of the Year III (1795) 

After the fall of Robespierre and the dismantling of the Terror, the National 
Convention drafted yet another republican constitution. The new constitution was also 
approved in a referendum and put into effect 26 October 1795. It remained until 
Napoleon came to power in November 1799. Note that this declaration links duties 
with rights. It also drops the references to welfare and public assistance and 
emphasizes family obligations (Art. 4 among duties) for the first time. This declaration 
also makes clear that "men" refers to males only. 

The French people proclaim in the presence of the Supreme Being the following declaration of 
the rights of man and citizen: 

RIGHTS 
1. The rights of man in society are liberty, equality, security, property. 
2. Liberty consists in the power to do that which does not injure the rights of others. 
3. Equality consists in this, that the law is the same for all, whether it protects or punishes. 
4. Security results from the cooperation of all in order to assure the rights of each. 
5. Property is the right to enjoy and to dispose of one's goods, income, and the fruit of one's labor 
and industry. 
6. The law is the general will expressed by the majority of the citizens or their representatives. 
7. That which is not forbidden by the law cannot be prevented. 
No one can be constrained to do that which it does not ordain. 
8. No one can be summoned into court, accused, arrested, or detained except in the cases 
determined by the law and according to the forms which it has prescribed. 
9. Those who incite, promote, sign, execute, or cause to be executed arbitrary acts are guilty and 
ought to be punished. 
10. Every severity which may not be necessary to secure the person of a prisoner ought to be 
severely repressed by the law. 
11. No one can be tried until after he has been heard or legally summoned. 
12. The law ought to decree only such penalties as are strictly necessary and proportionate to the 
offense. 
13. All treatment which increases the penalty fixed by the law is a crime. 
14. No law, either civil or criminal, can have retroactive effect. 
15. Every man can contract his time and his services, but he cannot sell himself nor be sold; his 
person is not an alienable property. 



16. Every tax is established for the public utility; it ought to be apportioned among those liable 
for taxes, according to their means. 
17. Sovereignty resides essentially in the totality of the citizens. 
18. No individual nor assembly of part of the citizens can assume the sovereignty. 
19. No one can without legal delegation exercise any authority or fill any public function. 
20. Each citizen has a legal right to participate directly or indirectly in the formation of the law 
and in the selection of the representatives of the people and of the public functionaries. 
21. The public offices cannot become the property of those who hold them. 
22. The social guarantee cannot exist if the division of powers is not established, if their limits 
are not fixed, and if the responsibility of the public functionaries is not assured. 

DUTIES 
1. The declaration of rights contains the obligations of the legislators; the maintenance of society 
requires that those who compose it should both know and fulfill their duties. 
2. All the duties of man and citizen spring from these two principles graven by nature in every 
heart: 
Not to do to others that which you would not that they should do to you. 
Do continually for others the good that you would wish to receive from them. 
3. The obligations of each person to society consist in defending it, serving it, living in 
submission to the laws, and respecting those who are the agents of them. 
4. No one is a good citizen unless he is a good son, good father, good brother, good friend, good 
husband. 
5. No one is a virtuous man unless he is unreservedly and religiously an observer of the laws. 
6. The one who violates the laws openly declares himself in a state of war with society. 
7. The one who, without transgressing the laws, eludes them by stratagem or ingenuity wounds 
the interests of all; he makes himself unworthy of their good will and their esteem. 
8. It is upon the maintenance of property that the cultivation of the land, all the productions, all 
means of labor, and the whole social order rest. 
9. Every citizen owes his services to the fatherland and to the maintenance of liberty, equality, 
and property whenever the law summons him to defend them. 
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